


} | ict. iy Vi eT 


ybscription ‘Books 
Bulletin 


Committee on Subscription Books, American Library Association 


Dorotuy M. Brack, Urbana, II. 
Evcenia Brunot, Pittsburgh 
Acnes Camitita Hansen, Brooklyn 
Marion Horton, Los Angeles 
Cuartes M. Monuruarpt, Detroit 


Fiorence B. Murray, Toronto 
EvizaBETH Scripture, Denver 
Russet. J. Scnunk, Toledo 
Wima L, SHeEtton, Albuquerque 
Fiorence Wittiams, Denver 


Maser L. Conat, Public Library, Detroit, Mich., Chairman 














VOL. VIII 


Aprit, 1937 


No. 2 





IN THIS ISSUE 


Encyclopedias as Premiums 

Catholic encyclopedia 

Dictionary of American English 

Funk & Wagnalls new standard diction- 
ary of the English language 

Funk & Wagnalls new standard diction- 
ary; also a standard history of the 
world 


Modern eloquence 
Modern encyclopedia for young people... 


PAGE 
National encyclopedia of Canadian biog- 
raphy 
New standard Bible dictionary 
New Winston simplified dictionary for 


New Winston simplified dictionary for 
young people 

Principal women of America 

Ridpath’s history of the world 

Standard American encyclopedia 

World’s popular encyclopedia 





ENCYCLOPEDIAS AS PREMIUMS 


QUOTE from an article entitled 

“A million books a week,” which 
appears in the Publishers’ Weekly of 
March 13, 1937, “By conservative esti- 
mates, books which are for sale through 
newspaper subscription (readers may pre- 
sent a certain number of coupons clipped 
from newspapers and secure sets of books 
at greatly reduced prices) are pouring 
from the presses at the rate of a million 
copies a week.” Sets of encyclopedias in 
several volumes are being offered as pre- 
miums by certain newspapers which are 
devoting entire pages to extravagant- 


2. 


sounding descriptions of the sets. Re- 
cently the scheme of offering encyclope- 
dias as premiums has been extended to 


cigar and drugstores as well, and 
encyclopedias are being sold for as little 
as thirty-nine cents a volume. 

Many inquiries have been received re- 
garding the nature and value of these 
sets. Without an opportunity to examine 
these individual works fully, the Com- 
mittee cannot make definite recommenda- 
tions regarding them, and can only call 
attention to certain general principles 
that may bear on the subject. 
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In the first place, encyclopedias which 
are offered as premiums are not designed 
for library use, and should not be con- 
sidered suitable for such a _ purpose. 
There may be occasional exceptions, as 
for example, the New standard encyclope- 
dia of universal knowledge (sold for 
$5.90 to subscribers of the Literary Digest 
and reviewed in the Subscription Books 
Bulletin for April 1932 and January 
1936) which might be useful to libraries 
with small book funds as a supplementary 
reference work. 

Premium encyclopedias are planned 
rather for wide sale to individuals and to 
appeal to the average man or woman. 
According to the article in the Publish- 
ers’ Weekly, they “are reaching a totally 
new group of readers” who are not as a 
rule buyers of books. The value of a 
particular premium encyclopedia to an 
individual is so dependent on its char- 
acter and cost in relation to the individ- 
ual’s needs and resources that it is difficult 
to set up a definite standard by which its 
worth to him may be truly judged. 

As Miss Mudge says in her Guide to 
reference books, “The making of an 
authoritative up-to-date encyclopedia is 
a very expensive undertaking, calling for 
heavy outlay for experienced writers, 
good editorial oversight, and careful and 
accurate printing and proofreading. 


Such work cannot be done cheaply.” 
Since the cost of writing a new encyclo- 
pedia or completely revising an old one 
would be practically prchibitive for a 
work made to sell at the low price quoted 
by newspapers, drugstores, etc., a pre- 
mium encyclopedia is in all probability 
made from old plates with slight changes 
to give it an appearance of up-to-dateness. 

It is most unlikely that such cheap 
encyclopedias could provide the full and 
authoritative information to be found in 
the standard modern encyclopedias of 
today. For many persons, however, 
the purchase of the latter would be en- 
tirely beyond their means. It is quite 
probable that an old edition of a standard 
work purchased secondhand would be 
more satisfactory than a rather hastily 
made premium encyclopedia, but it 
would probably cost more. 

One definite recommendation that can 
be made is to urge the prospective buyer 
of a premium set to examine carefully a 
volume or two, using as a yardstick the 
points on how to judge an encyclopedia 
given in the Guide to reference books 
and reprinted in the Subscription Books 
Bulletin for April 1930, p.2-3. Such 
an examination would enable him to 
know for himself whether the work in 
question is worth to him the small cash 
outlay or the necessary house room. 


REVIEWS 


The Catholic encyclopedia; a general 
work of reference for art, biography, 
education, history, law, literature, 
philosophy, the sciences, religion, and 
the church. Rev. and enl. ed... . in 
l6v....v.1, A-Arg. 26cm. N. Y., The 


Gilmary society, inc., c1936- . cloth 
$100, $6.50 per v.; half lea. $144, 
$9.50 per v.; Shahan memorial ed. in 
lea. and buckram $160, $10.50 per v. 
(30c to be added for ea. v. for pack- 
ing and postage). 
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This new edition of the encyclopedia is 
to be published in sixteen volumes. The 
original edition (Catholic encyclopedia, 
17v. N. Y., Encyclopedia press, inc., 
1907-1922) confined itself to matters re- 
lating to the Catholic church, but the 
new edition has been planned to serve also 
as a work of general reference satisfac- 
tory to Catholics. 

The editors are Edward A. Pace, vice- 
rector of the Catholic university, James 
J. Walsh, well-known Catholic writer, 
Peter Guilday, editor of the Catholic 
Historical Review, John J. Wynne, edi- 
tor of America, and Blanche M. Kelly. 

A comparison of volume 1 (A-Arg), 
the only one of the new series which has 
yet appeared, with the first volume of 
the old edition substantiates the prefa- 
tory claim to thorough revision. Al- 
though some shorter articles have been 
brought over unchanged, a greater num- 
ber of the original articles have been 
condensed or otherwise partially revised, 
frequently with some change in bibliog- 
raphy. Some topics have been omitted 
entirely, many new ones have been added, 
while articles on a number of more im- 
portant subjects have been rewritten by 
new authors, e.g., Abstraction, Apologet- 
ics, and Abraham. 

Additions are for the most part on 
secular subjects, such as, among the longer 
articles, Agriculture, Advertising, Alps, 
and many shorter ones, including Ac- 
celerometer, Air, Appendicitis, Apple, 
place names like Aargau, Alameda, and 
personal names, including many non- 
Catholics such as, Edwin Austin Abbey, 
Thomas Bailey Aldrich and Lyman Ab- 
bott. Archaeology and Architecture 
and many articles on less important sub- 


Seam 


jects, as Acceptance, Affinity, formerly 
restricted to their religious aspects, are 
here broadened to cover their secular ap- 
plication as well. New articles on ec- 
clesiastical subjects include Analogion, 


. Allwydd Paradwys, St. Andrew Four- 


net, canonized 1933, and Alexander 
Rawlins and Alphonsus Rodriguez, 
who were beatified in 1929 and 1934 
respectively. 

Omissions of articles appearing in the 
old edition are intended to be limited to 
subjects “of obsolete interest,” but it is 
probable, also, that such material as the 
long list of ecclesiastical abbreviations 
and the article Animals in the Bible had 
to be sacrificed partly for reasons of 
economy to provide space for the new 
secular material. Among articles in- 
cluded in the original edition but lack- 
ing here are many biographical ones, such 
as St. Arbogast, St. Alfrida, Lucas Ala- 
man, and many dealing with official 
Catholic documents, such as the Ar- 
canum and the Ad apostolicae dignitatis 
apicem. 

Although the importance of such ma- 
terial within the whole body of infor- 
mation relating to the Catholic church 
may have lessened since the publication 
of the first edition, it will undoubtedly 
still be sought for historical purposes. 
The difficulty of finding it in other ref- 
erence books, particularly in English, 
would make its retention in this set the 
more to be desired. If, in the rear- 
rangement of material for the new edi- 
tion, such subjects are to be taken care 
of under other headings, it is to be hoped 
that an index will be published to facili- 
tate their location, since, in volume I, 
adequate cross references are lacking. 
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In regard to bibliographies, the pub- 
lishers state: “On every subject there 
is a long list of the best available books, 
a practical list, not too long.... ” 
Though in some cases, as Abstinence, 
Alexander VI, the original lists are un- 
changed, a greater number have been 
cut, especially those in connection with 
shorter articles, and many have been re- 
vised by omitting older titles and adding 
recent ones. By excluding such stand- 
ard works as Cabrol’s Dictionnaire 
d’archéologie chrétienne et de liturgie, 
Vigouroux’s Dictionnaire de la Bible, 
and Hastings’ Dictionary of the Bible, 
and by such inconsistencies as the single 
reference to “Bureau of advertising, 
N. Y., 1933” in lieu of a bibliography 
for the article Advertising, the lists fre- 
quently fall short of the editors’ inten- 
tions. Bibliographical details are in 
general given less fully than in the earlier 
edition and evaluations formerly accom- 
panying some of the lists are, in many 
cases, as for Antiphonary, Anglo-Saxon, 
omitted from the new edition. 

The new practice of printing bibliog- 
raphies in the same type as the text ma- 
terial makes them less easy to use than 
in the earlier edition, where they can 
be readily distinguished by differences in 
typography. 

Subject headings show some changes, 
e.g., Absolution, on which material in this 
edition will be entered under Penance. 

Alphabetizing in this edition has been 
changed to the letter by letter system. 

Pronunciation and brief etymology are 
frequently given, though pronunciation 
is not indicated in some cases where it 
would be helpful, as for Ange de Joyeux, 
Andreyev, Angeli, and Alzate. 


The greater number of articles are 
signed with the author’s full name, and 
a list of these authors, with their con- 
tributions, appears in the front of the 
volume. There is also a list of maps 
and other illustrative material. 

The folding maps of Africa, Alabama, 
Alaska, North America, South America, 
and Arabia are outlines in black and 
white, defining main political divisions, 
locating only the chief towns, and omit- 
ting rivers and other physical features, 
except the larger lakes. Ecclesiastical 
divisions are not given as they are in 
certain maps, as that of Africa, in the 
first edition. 

Illustrations are less numerous than 
in the older edition, omitting, notably, 
many portraits and other textual pic- 
tures. Plates are of excellent quality. 
Paper is more opaque than that in the 
older edition. The physical make-up 
is generally satisfactory. 

In attempting to enter the field of 
“general reference, treating all subjects 
secular and religious,” to quote the pub- 
lishers’ circular, the Catholic encyclo- 
pedia opens itself to criticism for its 
failure to include many subjects com- 
monly found in general encyclopedias, 
such as Apricot, Adsorption, Adriatic 
sea, Annuity, Apprentice, Maude Adams, 
Gabriel d’Annunzio. A lack of con- 
sistency is shown in regard to place 
names. Altona, a Prussian city with pop- 
ulation of 242,000 is omitted, though 
Amberg, Bavaria, 26,000 population, 
appears. Abilene, Kansas, 6,000 popu- 
lation, and Alpena, Michigan, 12,000, 
are listed but not Ambridge, Pennsyl- 
vania, 20,000, or Adams, Massachusetts, 
12,000. 
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Population figures for United States 
cities, moreover, cannot be depended 
upon as the latest available. Those 
for Alexandria, Virginia, Abilene, Kan- 
sas, and Abilene, Texas, for instance, 
are according to the 1920 census. For 
Alameda, California, the figure 33,607 
does not agree with the 1930 census 
figure 35,033. 

Information on _ religious subjects 
seems generally to have been brought up 
to date. New developments resulting 
from changes in the canon law, from 
recent archeological discoveries and 
other research, and from events since 
the original edition have been incor- 
porated in such articles as Adoption, 
Apologetics, Abbot, Archbishop, and 
Andrew Bobola. 

Like the first edition, which has been 
the most comprehensive work in Eng- 
lish in its special field, this revision of 
the Catholic encyclopedia embodies the 
authorized teaching of the Catholic 
church. In enlarging its scope, how- 
ever, it appears to have sacrificed some- 
what of its thoroughness in treating re- 
ligious matters, while falling short of 
its aim to include all secular subjects. 
As part of an encyclopedia for general 
reference, volume I of the new edition 
cannot be regarded as adequate. As 
part of an encyclopedia of religious 
knowledge according to Catholic inter- 
pretation, it is recommended. It is pos- 
sible, however, that even when the new 
edition is complete, libraries owning the 
older one will wish to keep it on hand 
for the use of bibliographical and other 
material omitted from or treated less 
fully in the revised edition than in the 
older work. 


A dictionary of American English 
on historical principles; ed. by Sir 
William Craigie . . . with the col- 
laboration of James R. Hulbert. pt.1, 
A-Baggage. 29 cm. Chicago, Univ. 
of Chic. pr., cl936- $75 for 
projected 20pts. or $4 on receipt of 
each pt. 


This paper-bound fascicule is the first 
published part of a scholarly work for 
which the assembling of material has 
been in progress since 1925 at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, under the supervi- 
sion of Sir William Craigie, one of the 
editors of Murray’s New English dic- 
tionary on historical principles (the 
Oxford English dictionary), assisted by 
Professor Hulbert of the English de- 
partment of the University of Chicago. 
The cost has been borne mainly by the 
General education board of New York 
with contributions from the University 
of Chicago and the American council 
of learned societies. 

To exhibit clearly and as fully as 
possible “those features by which the 
English of the American colonies and 
the United States is distinguished from 
that of England and the rest of the 
English-speaking world” is one of the 
chief aims of the dictionary. It includes, 
accordingly, “not only words or phrases 
which are clearly or apparently of Amer- 
ican origin, or have. greater currency 
here than elsewhere, but also every word 
denoting something which has a real 
connection with the development of the 
country and the history of its people.” 
Completeness to the extent of including 
every English word used in America, 
however, was deemed neither practicable 
nor effective for the purpose of the work, 
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and many words commonly found in our 
American dictionaries do not appear. 

Inclusion of slang and dialect words 
is limited to those “of early date or spe- 
cial prominence.” 

Etymology and pronunciation, save in 
exceptional cases, are omitted as non- 
essential to a work of this nature. 

As in the New English dictionary 
upon which this is patterned, dated quo- 
tations serve to indicate the history of 
a word, illustrating its use and varieties 
of spelling from the earliest example 
found in representative American writ- 
ings. A list of the works cited is planned 
for publication when the dictionary is 
nearer completion. The editors were 
allowed free use of the American ma- 
terial collected for the N.E.D. 

The end of the nineteenth century is 
the date limit for admission of new 
words, though “the illustration of those 
already current before that date, how- 
ever, is frequently carried into the first 
quarter of the present century.” ‘Thus, 
a quotation as late as 1913 illustrates 
the use of backfire in its older sense of a 
“fire made to check an advancing prairie 
fire,’ but there is no reference to the 
meaning which has arisen with the de- 
velopment of internal combustion en- 
gines during the twentieth century. 

Information is concisely expressed 
through the use of symbols, such as the 
plus sign to indicate American origin, 
and through the printing of entries in 
different sizes of type according to their 
“relative importance with respect to 
their history or present meaning.” 

Typography and paper are excellent. 

Should more than the projected twenty 
parts be published, each additional part 


will cost $3.75, while if fewer appear, a 
refund of $3.75 per volume will be al- 
lowed for each part not published. 

Although there have been various 
collections of Americanisms, notably, 
Thornton’s American glossary, and such 
books as Horwill’s American usage and 
Mencken’s American language, Amer- 
ican usage of the English language has 
up to the present time been more fully 
treated in the New English dictionary 
than in any other work, according to the 
preface of the Dictionary of American 
English. The first comprehensive treat- 
ment of the subject, however, is that of 
the Dictionary of American English. It 
will be useful not only for the history of 
words and phrases, but also for informa- 
tion about American customs and insti- 
tutions, such as Apple bee, Arbor day, 
and Baby show. 

It is recommended as an important 
work which will be valuable in any li- 
brary. Its cost, however, will prohibit 
its purchase by smaller libraries. They 
will doubtless find some of the works 
noted above sufficient for their needs. 


Funk & Wagnalls new standard dic- 
tionary of the English language. .. . 
31% cm. N. Y. and London, Funk & 
Wagnalls, 1936. [cl1913-1935] 38, 
2814p. buckram $18; sheep $22. Dis- 
count to libraries and schools 20%. 


An extended review of the New 
Standard dictionary appeared in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin for October 
1934. The following information con- 
cerning the 1936 imprint of this work is 
printed in response to inquiry. 

Like the previous printings which 
have appeared at intervals since the com- 
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plete revision of 1913, the 1936 issue 
shows some new words and other 
changes in the plates, but contains the 
same number of pages in the main vocab- 
ulary as in 1913. Among the methods 
used to make space for new words are 
omission of other words or names of 
seemingly less importance, the shorten- 
ing of definitions, and the occasional use 
of smaller type. 

Examples of new words which have 
been added are bathysphere, Brain trust, 
chiseler, decibel, debunker and _tech- 
nocracy. The following words, which 
were listed in the Subscription Books 
Bulletin, October 1934, as lacking from 
the 1934 reissue are still not to be found 
in the 1936 printing; ergosterol, neu- 
tron, fabrikoid and thyroxin. 

Inconsistency in the revision of bio- 
graphical entries was noted. Dates of 
death have been added for Bazin, 
Briand and Hindenburg, but omitted 
for Jane Addams. 
St. Vincent Millay, Sara Teasdale, 
Piccard and Santayana are not included. 

The illustrative plates remain the 
same as to their number and titles, and 
only a few, namely those on radio, wire- 
less telephony, signal and weather flags, 
and aviation, show any revision. 

The list of departmental editors re- 
mains the same as in earlier issues. 

The publishers make no claim for this 
1936 issue other than that it is a new 
impression with some changes in the text. 
Despite the slight revision, however, 
there is no question of its value. It is 
less up to date than Webster’s new 
international dictionary, second edition, 
but each work often has information not 
to be found in the other. Special features 


Cass Gilbert, Edna 


a 


of the two publications are described 
in the Bulletin review referred to at the 
beginning of the present notice. 

Funk &£ Weagnalls new standard 
dictionary, imprint of 1936, is recom- 
mended for purchase by individuals, and 
by libraries which do not own it or which 
need additional or replacement copies. 


Funk & Wagnalls new standard dic- 
tionary of the English language... . 
also a standard history of the world. 
2v. 31% cm. N. Y. and London, Funk 
& Wagnalls, 1936. [c1913-1935] 38, 
2961p. duroyd $33; with 20% dis- 
count to schools and libraries $26.40. 
This two-volume special edition dupli- 

cates the last trade edition (described 

above) in so far as the main text is con- 
cerned. 

There are 146 additional pages de- 
voted to a chronology of world events ar- 
ranged by months and days. Because of 
the dearth of extensive chronologies using 
this calendar arrangement, it would seem 
as if this one might occasionally be very 
useful for certain types of inquiries. An 
inconvenient feature criticized in the re- 
view of the 1934 edition (Subscription 
Books Bulletin, October 1934, p.54) and 
still present in this later edition is the di- 
vision of the chronology into two sections. 
The first ends with the year 1912, and 
the second covers events from 1913 
through 1934. In the earlier edition, 
events to 1929 were included. 

In addition, there are fifteen illustra- 
tive plates not included in the trade edi- 
tion. These are well executed and 
several are in color. 

The volumes are attractive in appear- 
ance and convenient to handle. They are 
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substantially bound in red “duroyd,” a 
heavy quality of imitation leather. 

To some libraries and individuals, the 
convenience and long life of a two-volume 
edition, together with the chronological 
history, would make this a desirable pur- 
chase. For many others, however, these 
advantages would seem exceedingly 
slight and the extra expenditure of 
money unjustifiable. It is therefore rec- 
ommended only where it is thought its 
use will justify the cost, or where cost is 
of secondary consideration. 


The International blue book, printed 
in English and French; ed. by Hya- 
cinthe Ringrose ; a biographical diction- 
ary of the world’s notable living men 

225 Broadway, N. Y., 


and women. 


H. Ringrose. $10. 


In answer to several inquiries concern- 
ing the above title, we are providing this 
information. We have been informed 
that individuals in various parts of the 
country are being solicited to have their 
biographies published in a new edition 
which is said to be in the process of com- 
pilation. The publisher did not answer 
the Committee’s request for information. 

According to the publisher’s postal- 
card solicitation, the International blue 
book “was established in London in 1909, 
as Who’s who in the world.” Editions 
have appeared in 1921, 1926, 1928 and 
1931. That of 1926 was the only issue 
available for examination, and it is upon 
this edition that the following statements 
are based. 

The preface states, “It is our endeavor 
in presenting this new work of biograph- 
ical reference, to ignore geographical 
and political boundaries, and without 


patriotic coloring to introduce to the 
public of the whole world its most notable 
living men and women.” 

Compared to most publications of a 
who’s who type, this one cannot be con- 
sidered comprehensive since there are on 
the average less than two biographies to 
a page in a volume of 500 pages. The 
biographical sketches are arranged alpha- 
betically and are written both in English 
and French, and, in a very few cases, in 
Italian also. Although it purports to be 
international in scope, over three fourths 
of the persons included are from the 
United States, while some countries do 
not seem to be represented at all. Biog- 
raphies of relatively unimportant persons 
comprise the larger part of the volume 
not only because more are included, but 
because, as a rule, they are individually 
allotted more space than those of eminent 
persons. 

It is in every respect an inferior publi- 
cation. The volume is poorly edited, and 
the paper and binding are cheap. 

We quote from an article in the New 
York Times, May 6, 1927, p.12, con- 
cerning the work: “A reference volume, 
printed in three languages for the benefit 
of persons having $10 to spare who did 
not mind being classified as ‘world celeb- 
rities,’ came to light yesterday as the 
result of an inquiry by a modest citizen 
who became suspicious when it was sug- 
gested that he was important enough to 
be one of the celebrities. . . . Prospective 
‘world celebrities’ are informed by mail 
that ‘As your name is on our eligible list 
you are requested to fill out the enclosed 
form and post it to the uadersigned within 
thirty days from receipt thereof.’ No 
mention of the $10 occurs until one reads 
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to the foot of the ‘enclosed form,’ where 
one discovers that ‘I hereby send Ten 
Dollars by check, as the registration fee, 
it being agreed that my biograz/iical 
notice based on the foregoing data 1s to 
appear in the next edition of the Inter- 
national Blue Book.’ ” 

Not recommended for purchase by 
libraries or individuals. 


Modern eloquence; ed. by Ashley H. 
Thorndike. rev. 15v. 22 cm. N. Y., 
P. F. Collier & son co., c1936. [c1900- 
1928] ports. $39.50. 


This edition differs in few respects 
from the 1928 edition which is listed in 
Mudge’s Guide to reference books, sixth 
ed., 1936, and fully reviewed in Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin, January 1931. 

The number of volumes in this latest 
> edition of Modern eloquence is the same 
as in the 1928 edition, and the contents 
follow the same order: v.1-3, After 
dinner speeches; v.4-6, Business, indus- 
try, professions; v.7-9, Public affairs; 
v.10-12, Historical masterpieces (v.10, 
European ; v.11, American; v.12, World 
war); v.13, Famous lectures; v. 14, 
Anecdotes and epigrams; v.15, Public 
speaking (articles on the art of speaking, 
with selected debates) ; general index of 
authors, titles, subjects and occasions; 
appendix of suggested readings in Mod- 
ern eloquence for every day of the year. 

Added material consists of about forty 
recent speeches incorporated into the 
various volumes. For example, there is 
a speech by Adolf Hitler, one by Haile 
Selassie, one by Norman Thomas, and 
several by President Roosevelt. 

The general index to the set has been 
revised to include entries for the new 


Giue 


speeches. In certain cases it was noted 
that while title entries were included, 
author entries were lacking. Thus, no 
author entries appear in the index for 
speeches by Alfred P. Sloan and Ray 
Lyman Wilbur. 

Many new portraits are included, 
which in some instances take the place of 
those given in the earlier edition. 

The books are well bound in leather- 
grained red fabrikoid, with gold stamp- 
ing. The paper and type are satisfactory. 
The size is a convenient one for rapid 
consultation. 

While many of the new speeches in the 
1936 edition are of significant current 
interest and permanent value, it scarcely 
seems that there is sufficient added ma- 
terial to justify its purchase where the 
1928 edition is owned and in good condi- 
tion. Libraries having the earlier edition, 
which also subscribe to the periodical 
Vital Speeches, might find that the latter 
would prove an adequate supplement. 
Many of the speeches are doubtless 
available in this and other sources, al- 
though possibly not so readily accessible 
for quick reference as they are in Mod- 
ern eloquence. 

On the other hand, this new edition of 
a work which has served libraries and 
schools well in the past would seem a 
good investment for those public and 
high school libraries which do not own 
the 1928 edition, or need to replace it. 
For these libraries, the 1936 edition of 
Modern eloquence is recommended. 


Modern encyclopedia for young 
people; ed. by William Griffith, John 
R. Crossland and J. M. Parrish with 
contributions by John Erskine, Agnes 
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Repplier, Will H. Hays, Sir J. Arthur 

Thomson, Merlin H. Aylesworth, 

Prof. A. M. Low, John L. Baird. 

15 East 26th St., N. Y., William 

Collins sons & co., Itd., 1935. 755p. 

illus. ports. $2.50. 

This is the American edition of a 
book published in England under the 
title, Modern encyclopedia for children. 
(See Subscription Books Bulletin, 
January 1935.) 

Like its British original, it is a wide- 
ranging miscellany of entertaining and 
simply presented information. The 
change in title is misleading, as the ap- 
peal of the book is still to children rather 
than to young people. 

In some instances, material appears 
to have been taken without revision from 
the original work and retains the Eng- 
lish viewpoint or terminology, occa- 
sionally to the advantage of the subject 
treated when this is British. On the 
whole, there is little to interfere with 
appreciation by children living in the 
United States. 

Some subjects which are emphasized 
by the amount of space given them are 
transportation, everyday things, nature, 
modern wonders, and books and litera- 
ture. From half a dozen to a dozen 
pages apiece are devoted to motion pic- 
tures, radio and television. 

There is no logical arrangement. 
Interspersed among informational articles 
are folk stories and directions for games 
and amusements. 

The informational articles comprising 
the greater part of the book are simply 
written though naturally very sketchy, 
and in general seem satisfactory as far 
as they go. Equally elementary material 


on some subjects, such as rayon and rock 
gardens, is hard to find elsewhere. 

The folk stories are poorly adapted 
and are further marred by being broken 
up into sections with boldface subheads 
which interrupt attention. 

The index is lengthy but defective. 
There are no entries under Automobile, 
Boat, Ship, Steamship, or Transporta- 
tion, although considerable material, 
textual or pictorial, or both, is devoted 
to these subjects. In certain cases, on 
the other hand, entries are included for 
subjects given no more than a bare men- 
tion on the page referred to. For Tigris 
one must look under River—Tigris which 
leads to nothing more than a passing 
mention in an article on Asiatic excava- 
tion. The entry Radio city refers to 
a full-page illustration in an article on 
Radio magic; a really informing four- 
page article elsewhere is not mentioned. 

Illustrations are abundant and gener- 
ally interesting and adequate. They 
consist of half-tone photographs, fifteen 
color plates, black-and-white drawings, 
diagrams, and working sketches. 

The binding is light for a volume 
which weighs nearly four pounds and 
which is likely to receive hard usage. 

The fragmentary character of most of 
the articles and the lack of orderly ar- 
rangement make the Modern encyclo- 
pedia for young people more usable in 
the home than in the school or library. 
In spite of its obvious defects, however, 
it offers at a moderate price a great deal 
of entertaining and interesting material 
which should appeal to children. 

Though not of great value for 
reference, it should be stimulating to 
further inquiry and is recommended as 
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a “browsing” book in the home, or in the 
library where such material is in demand, 
and the British edition is not owned. 


National encyclopedia of Canadian 
biography; Jesse Edgar Middleton, 
W. Scott Downs, directing editors. 
v.1. 27 cm. Toronto, Dominion pub- 
lishing co., Itd., 1935. 383p. ports. 
half leather $35. 


According to the preface, “The Na- 
tional Encyclopedia of Canadian Biog- 
raphy is designed to serve Canada as the 
other national collections of biography 
serve their respective countries.” 

There are 182 biographical sketches 
in the first volume varying from 1 to 7 
pages each. Living as well as deceased 
Canadians are included. Almost all are 
residents or former residents of the 
provinces of Ontario and Quebec with 
the cities of Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal 
and Quebec supplying a large majority 
of entries. Later volumes may, of course, 
cover other parts of the Dominion. 

The majority of persons included are 
already listed in other Canadian 
biographical works. Out of the first 
50 names only 4 were found which did 
not appear in one or more of the follow- 
ing: Dictionary of Canadian biography, 
4A standard dictionary of Canadian 
biography 1875-1933, Who’s who in 
Canada, Prominent men of Canada 
1931-32 and National reference book 
1936. 

The biographies seem to follow no 
definite order of arrangement, but are 
indexed at the back of the volume. 

The articles are not signed and no 
list of contributors appears. The pref- 
ace is signed by the publishers only. 


te 


The names of two editors appear on the 
title page, Jesse Edgar Middleton (a 
Canadian journalist and historian) and 
W. Scott Downs. 

Bibliographic references are lacking 
except in occasional articles where a few 
major publications have been mentioned 
in the text. 

No uniform order has been followed 
in the arrangement of data given in 
the sketches with the result that it is 
often necessary to read two or three 
pages to find the date of birth or death. 
Occasionally important information has 
been overlooked entirely, although easily 
obtainable, such as the dates of death of 
Edward Blake, George Monro Grant 
and George Taylor Denison. 

The biographies of historical persons, 
such as William Lyon Mackenzie and 
John Beverley Robinson, seldom supply 
more and usually not so much informa- 
tion as is available in standard works 
such as W. S. Wallace’s Dictionary of 
Canadian biography. The biographies 
of living persons make no attempt to give 
all the details found in a good who’s 
who; for example, the home or business 
zddress is rarely included. Considerable 
stress is placed on family history in many 
of the articles which, owing to the 
scarcity of genealogical records in 
Canada, would sometimes be useful for 
reference work. 

For contemporary or near-contempo- 
rary subjects, this volume does furnish in 
a few instances some material not to be 
found elsewhere in book form and not 
easily available in periodicals or news- 
papers. However, the amount of new 
material in this first volume would not 
seem to justify the cost. 
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The articles are uneven in style, but 
on the whole are of the chatty inspira- 
tional type often found in newspapers 
and magazines. Almost all are eulogis- 
tic in character and many include 
laudatory newspaper quotations. 

Fifty full-page portraits on highly 
calendered paper are included. The 
binding is of average quality, the paper 
is fair. Neither is as good as might 
be expected in a volume made to sell at 
this price. 

Volume 1 of the National encyclo- 
pedia of Canadian biography is not 
recommended. 


A new standard Bible dictionary; 
designed as a comprehensive help to 
the study of the Scriptures, their 
languages, literary problems, history, 
biography, manners and customs, and 
their religious teachings; ed. by 


Melancthon W. Jacobus, Elbert C. 


Lane and Andrew C. Zenos, with the 
assistance of Elmer J. Cook, in asso- 
ciation with American, British and 
German scholars. 3d_ rev. ed. 
26% cm. N. Y., Funk & Wagnalls, 
1936. xxiv, 965p. illus. maps. cloth 
$7.50; buckram $8.50; with thumb- 


notch index 75c extra. 


This compact, one-volume dictionary 
of the Bible was originally published in 
1909 and thoroughly revised in 1925. 
While in this, the third edition, the total 
of numbered pages remains the same as 
in the second, some new material has 
been added on such subjects as Versions 
and Excavation and exploration by in- 
serting in their proper places pages let- 
tered A and B. Numerous changes have 
been made throughout in the individual 


plates, to permit revision of articles and 
bibliographies. Special effort has been 
made to incorporate the results of recent 
archeological discoveries and biblical re- 
search. 

The work of revision has been done 
by the same editorial board responsible 
for the earlier editions, with one or two 
exceptions, and represents the viewpoint 
of eminent biblical scholars. The list of 
contributors shows some additions and 
includes well-known authorities. 

Clear and concise articles are presented 
on a wide range of topics covering not 
only the various names and subjects to 
be found in the Bible, but also biblical 
literature, languages, history, biography, 
doctrines, and social life and customs in 
Bible lands. ‘The leading articles are 
signed with the authors’ initials. 

The article on Palestine is especially 
comprehensive and gives detailed in- 
formation on the flora, fauna, and the 
physical geography of the country. Ap- 
parently, however, no attempt is made 
to discuss the modern history or geog- 
raphy of the country. 

Pronunciation of proper names is 
given, and the derivation and meaning 
of the names are also included. 

The bibliographies listed at the end 
of most of the articles have been revised 
to include recent authorities upon their 
respective subjects and form a very help- 
ful feature of the work. 

There are numerous _ illustrations, 
some attractive, others mediocre. Sev- 
eral excellent maps are included, some 
of which are in color. 

The volume is printed on good paper 
with wide margins and clear type. It is 
sewed on tapes and is well bound. 
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The longer articles are divided into 
numbered sections with headings in 
boldface type. Many cross references 
are given referring the reader to exact 
sections of articles. 

The work is written by authorities 
for “the educated ministry,” “the 
Sunday-school teachers and workers” 
and “the intelligent laymen interested 
in Bible study.” Its viewpoint is on the 
whole that of open-minded conservatism, 
and is apparently without bias. It is 
recommended to libraries and individuals 
needing an up-to-date, one-volume Bible 
dictionary of this character. 


New Winston simplified dictionary 
for young people; ed. by Thomas 
Kite Brown, jr., and William Dodge 
Lewis. Philadelphia, John C. Win- 
ston co., c1936. x, 950, 24p. maps. 
illus. $1.75; with thumb index $2. 


New Winston simplified dictionary 


for schools. Philadelphia, John C. 
Winston co., c1936. $1.28; with 
thumb index $1.52. 


According to the publishers’ statement 
the second title is identical in content 
with the first. 

This is the third dictionary to appear 
recently which has been prepared espe- 
cially for boys and girls. The others are 
the Thorndike-Century junior diction- 
ary, reviewed in Subscription Books 
Bulletin for April 1935, and Webster's 
elementary dictionary for boys and girls, 
reviewed in the January 1936 issue. 

The new Winston dictionary contains, 
according to its own statement, 46,000 
terms, 1,700 pictures and 10 colored 
plates. 


— 


The 46,000 terms include defined 
words; irregular inflected terms, not de- 
fined, as elves, plural of elf; suffixes and 
prefixes as, pre, pro, ing; words which 
are spelled the same but have entirely 
different meanings, as bark, cow. 

There are appendixes consisting of 
tables of weights and measures, foreign 
money, signs and symbols used in writing, 
a list of the presidents of the United 
States, and the like. 

There are also 24 pages of maps. En- 
tries for place names are given in the 
body of the dictionary and include spe- 
cific references to maps at the back of the 
book; thus, Shanghai, a seaport city in 
eastern China (map 23). This feature 
would perhaps have been still more 
helpful if the customary designation by 
number and letter, by which the map 
area to be searched is restricted, had been 
included also, to give practice in the 
usual method of referring to maps in an 
atlas or geography. 

The entries are arranged in one alpha- 
betical list which includes abbreviations, 
commonly used foreign words, and many 
proper names, such as names of famous 
persons and mythological and geograph- 
ical names which school children are 
likely to meet in their reading. The in- 
clusion of words which have recently 
come into use seems satisfactory. One 
finds cellophane, solarium, soviet, stream- 
line, ethyl, realtor, but not allergy or 
left wing. 

The definitions seem clear and as a rule 
adequate. Additional helpful and sig- 
nificant information is often included. 
Illustrative examples have been given 
when necessary to clarify the meaning and 
use of vocabulary words. 
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Synonyms are included in many cases, 
and are set off clearly at the end of the 
entry. This seems an excellent feature. 

Pronunciation is clearly indicated by 
respelling and diacritical marks which 
are explained in full at the bottom of the 
page. The foreign form of a place name 
is given after the one in use in the United 
States if it differs, ie., Naples, Napoli; 
Munich, Miinchen. 

There are ten attractive color plates 
of flags, birds, animals, etc., which are 
clearly and simply described on the re- 
verse side of the plates. 

The editors claim that this is a totally 
different book from any of their old 
series, and that it is really simplified. 
This claim seems justified. The print is 
larger and much clearer. The rearrange- 
ment of the lines in each entry is a great 
improvement. Some entries have been 
omitted and others added. ‘There are 
many more illustrations. The definitions 
in many cases are completely rewritten. 
The whole work shows a much more vivid 
realization of the vocabulary needs and 
mental habits of boys and girls. 

The book is strongly bound. It is 
sewed on two tapes and the hinge is re- 
inforced. The width of the inner margins 
is sufficient to permit easy reading of the 
ends of lines, and the book opens flat. 
The paper is of good quality, but allows 
the print to show through somewhat from 
the other side. 

Compared with the Thorndike- 
Century junior dictionary, and W ebster’s 
elementary dictionary, the New Winston 
appears to have more encyclopedic infor- 
mation and extra-dictionary features than 
the other two, such as maps and addi- 
tional gazetteer information, and to in- 


clude a larger proportion of proper names 
and unusual terms which would be 
needed by children in high school. For 
example, Addison (Joseph), meerschaum, 
Mendel, diatonic scale, peritonitis, Per- 
sephone, Pershing and personification are 
found only in Winston. The latter is 
the only one of the three in which syno- 
nyms are given as such. This feature is 
especially desirable for the use of older 
boys and girls. In general it would seem 
that the Thorndike-Century, with its 
very simple definitions and illustrative 
sentences, is perhaps better suited for use 
with somewhat younger children than the 
other two, that the age range of the 
Webster and Winston begins and ends 
later, and that the Winston is slightly 
more advanced than the Webster. 

The New Winston simplified diction- 
ary for young people can be used by pu- 
pils in junior and senior high schools and 
in the upper elementary grades. It 
should be of value for school and home 
use and for public and school libraries. 
It should be useful also to adults of 
limited education and to persons learning 
the English language. 

Recommended. 


Principal women of America. v.1, 
1930-1931; v.2, 1936. London, Mitre 
press, 1932-1936. v.1, 130p.; v.2, 
733p. imitation lea. v.1, 30/- or 
$7.50; v.2, 42/-. 


Two volumes of this biographical dic- 
tionary of living American women have 


been published. Volume 1, issued in 
1932, contains approximately 1,500 en- 
tries. The original intention of the 
publishers was to issue a new volume 
every two years, but, owing to the de- 


—E~ 
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pression, volume 2 with 2,200 entries 
was delayed until 1936. Although the 
preface to volume 1 states that “no 
biographee will be included in more than 
one volume,” several instances of dupli- 
cation were noted. 

Biographies in both volumes are ar- 
ranged alphabetically. Although the 
title reads Principal women of America, 
emphasis is on the United States. At 
the end of volume 2 a separate section 
devoted to women of Canada contains 
52 pages as against 667 pages on women 
of the United States. Biographies range 
from about 70 to 500 words in length. 
The usual information of a who’s who 
type is given and is often supplemented 
in the case of married women by data 
on the careers of their husbands and 
children. Hobbies, interests and recrea- 
tions of women included are fully cov- 
ered. 

According to the preface to volume 1, 


the publishers proposed to include “every 
woman in America fulfilling the editors’ 
requirements of outstanding importance 


and distinctive merit and _ ability.” 
Women have been selected “who are 
leaders of Society, or who are pre- 
eminent in any of the Arts, Commerce, 
Religion, Administration, etc.; women 
who are the helpful wives or mothers of 
captains of industry, Senators, leading 
professional men and educators.” It is 
also expressly stated that “in no case was 
any biographee asked to pay any fee or 
to purchase a copy” of the work. 

In view of this basis of selection the 
omissions are startling. ‘The wives of 
Presidents Coolidge, Hoover and Roose- 
velt are not included, nor are Frances 


Perkins, Willa Cather, Edna Ferber, 


Dorothy Canfield Fisher, Alice Foote 
MacDougall, Lillian Wald, Katharine 
Cornell, nor Anne Morrow Lindbergh. 
On the other hand biographies are found 
for Agnes Repplier, Grace Abbott, Eva 
Le Gallienne, Amelia Earhart, Bess 
Streeter Aldrich and Ruth Bryan Owen. 

Because of the numerous omissions of 
eminent American women and of the 
inclusion of many who from the data 
given in the entries seem very obscure 
and unimportant, the title of the work 
would appear to be misleading. Many 
women are included for no apparent 
reason other than that they are the wives 
or mothers of prominent individuals. 

A comparison of certain sections of 
these volumes was made with cor- 
responding ones of American women 
(see Subscription Books Bulletin, 
October 1935, p.49) and of Who’s who 
in America. In the section Ga-Ge there 
are 71 names in American women not 
included in either of the volumes of 
Principal women of America, 40 in the 
latter not in American women, and 9 
were found in both publications. Sim- 
ilarly, there are 34 women listed in 
Who’s who in America (Ga-Ge) who 
are not included in Principal women of 
America, 42 in the latter not in the 
former and 6 were listed in both. 

The sketches of some prominent 
women are quite inadequate and incom- 
plete, although information is easily 
available through other sources. Thus, 
in the article on Eva Gauthier, there is 
no mention of her career as a singer, 
while Who’s who in America devotes 13 
lines to her work alone. 

Many of the articles are written in a 
naive, amateurish manner, diffuse and 
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poorly organized, and the information 
in some cases seems to have been included 
as furnished by the biographee without 
editing. 

The physical make-up of the two 
volumes differs considerably. The 
volumes are not alike in size, and the 
paper used in volume 2 is considerably 
heavier and the type larger and more 
readable than in volume 1. In the case 
of both volumes, however, the binding is 
dark blue imitation leather of medium 
grade, the sewing is poor and the cover 
boards too light in weight. 

As supplementary material for the 
large library these volumes might oc- 
casionally be useful in locating obscure 
names. 

Not recommended. 


Ridpath’s history of the world; 
Henri F. Klein and others, eds. rev. 
ed. 9v. 2 National bank bldg., Cin- 
cinnati, Ridpath historical society, 
1936. illus. $69. 


Several letters have come to us con- 
cerning this set. We have had no reply 
from the publishers to our requests for 
information. Without examination, we 
cannot recommend it and we advise li- 
brarians not to purchase it without care- 
ful examination. 


Standard American encyclopedia, a 
library of universal knowledge pro- 
fusely illustrated ; ed.-in-chief, Walter 
Miller ; foreword by Gordon J. Laing; 
advisory ed., W. Rainsford Boag; 
assoc. eds., J. Bradley Pengelly, Ella 
W. Forkert. 15v. Chicago, Standard 
American corp., 1937. c1916 by the 
University society. 


The Subscription Books Committee is 
receiving many inquiries about this en- 
cyclopedia, which is offered as a premium 
by the Chicago Times, the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, and other newspapers. An ap- 
praisal is planned for an early issue of 
the Subscription Books Bulletin. Readers 
who wish the recommendations or impres- 
sions of the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee are advised to defer purchase until 
the review appears. 


World’s popular encyclopedia. 10v. 
Cleveland, World syndicate pub. co., 
1937. 


The publishers inform us that this 
encyclopedia is the same as the Twentieth 
century encyclopedia, which was re- 
viewed in the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin for April 1935. With a supplement 
of fifty-seven pages covering recent 
events prefaced to volume one and under 
the title, World’s popular encyclopedia, 
it is now being offered as a premium by 
the Chicago American, the Atlanta 
Georgian, the Weinberger drug co. of 
Cleveland, and other organizations. A 
revised edition, in preparation, has been 
promised the Committee for review. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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